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will be confined primarily to robbers and dacoits.- Quar-
rels between labour and capital and strikes will be few
and far between in a non-violent State, because the in-
fluence of the non-violent majority will be so great as to
command the respect of the principal elements in society.
Similarly there will be no room for communal disturb-
ances.
Harijan, l-9-'40

15
NON-VIOLENT ARMY
What you and I have to do is to show our aMmsa
when there is rioting or similar disturbance. If every one
of us, wherever he is, begins doing so there will come into
being a non-violent army.
Harijan, ll-8-'40
The alphabet of ahimsa is best learnt in the domestic
school, and I can say from experience that, if we secure
success there, we are sure to do so everywhere else. For a
non-violent person the whole world is one family. He
will thus fear none, nor will others fear him. It will
be retorted that those who satisfy such a test of non-
violence will be few and far between. It is quite likely,
but that is no reply to my proposition. Those who pro-
fess to believe in non-violence should know the implica-
tions of that belief. And if these scare them away, they
are welcome to give up the belief. It is necessary that
those, who claim to believe in non-violence should know
what is expected of them. If, as a result, the ranks of the
non-violent army thin down, it should not matter. An
army, however small, of truly non-violent soldiers is likely
some day to multiply itself. An army of those who are